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Program

 UNIMARC Users & LRM/RDA

 PUC Action plan 2019-2021 & RSC Liaison

 UNIMARC updates 2012-….

 Last updates (2020)

 Expressing LRM/RDA in UNIMARC: assets and challenges





Permanent UNIMARC Committee

Implementing LRM-structured data :
• Croatia
• France
• Slovenia
• Lithuania
• ?

Working on RDA-based cataloguing code :
• France (RDA-FR)
• Portugal (RDA)
• ?

+ Italy (REICAT, based on FRBR, developed
simultaneously to RDA)



Action plan 
Name of Professional Unit: Permanent UNIMARC Committee

Focus Area 2  

UNIMARC Harmonization with IFLA LRM and new cataloguing codes

IFLA Strategic Direction 

2.3 Develop standards, guidelines, and other materials that foster the best professional practice 

Key Initiatives

1 Analyze IFLA LRM, cataloguing standards that accommodate LRM (like RDA, REICAT, RDA-FR) and UNIMARC formats 

2 Mapping UNIMARC to LRM 

3 Coordinate UNIMARC National Committees using RDA and LRM like description rules to prepare new proposals for UNIMARC 

Funding 
Needed

Projects/Activities Tasks & Responsibility Timeframe

☐ Develop a mapping tool for the aligning model – cataloguing code – format elements Te  PUC WG, CfU ( Héloïse Lecomte) Jan. 2020 to 
March. 2020

☒ Mapping table LRM – UNIMARC PUC WG, CfU ( Héloïse Lecomte) March. 2020
March. 2021

☐ Prepare UNIMARC proposals for missing fields PUC WG, CfU ( Héloïse Lecomte) December 2021

How will you communicate your activities and results?  

New and updated fields will be integrated into UNIMARC text documentation; Existing UNIMARC Namespaces will be updated or a new one will be registered. 

How will you measure the impact of your activities? 

Feedback information from Nacional UNIMARC committees and their representatives in PUC and through the regular questionnaire to UNIMARC users in national libraries.

Identify other Unit(s) which may be interested in this Focus Area, or with which you could collaborate on projects/activities.  

BCM Review Group; ISBD Review Group;  Cataloguing section.



RSC-PUC Agreement, 
31 December 2018



RDA-FR/UNIMARC mapping
 CfU (French UNIMARC Committee) working on it, entity by entity

 Works and Expressions: done > see proposed updates 2020

 Manifestations, Items, etc.: to do

05/12/2019 7

OK

UNIMARC/A update
necessary

Example



UNIMARC & FRBR/LRM/RDA : 2012-2019

 Development of UNIMARC Authorities Format:

 New record types: works, expressions

 New authorised access points for works and expressions (231, 232, 241, 242) and 
other access points (Variant Access Points, Parallel Access Points, Subject Analysis)

 New Related Access Points (5-– block) in order to link works and expressions to 
other works and expressions, to agents, etc.

 New Related Titles in the UNIMARC Bibliographic Format (5-– block) to allow
linking of manifestations (or classic bibliographic records) to works and 
expressions

 RDA Analysis for Production, Publication, Distribution, Manufacture 
Statements > field B214

 RDA Content Type and RDA Media Type > fields B181/182

 Lots of UNM/B fields deprecated in the context of LRM/RDA cataloguing



2020: Works and expressions attributes and 
relationships (UNM/A) – main updates underway

 Sources for the update propositions:

 1/ LRM attributes and relationships

 2/ RDA attributes and relationships

 3/ RDA-FR

 Works (UNM/A):

 New Coded Data: form and category of work (140)

 New Note Fields: award note (334), abstract (378), note on work (370)

 Link to Form or Genre Entity (608)

 Expressions (UNM/A):

 New Coded Data: language (101), form of notation (105), intended audience (125), circumstances of 
capture (127), category of expression (145), medium of performance (146), colour and sound content 
(147)

 New Note Fields: note on expression (371), abstract (378)

 Link to Form or Genre Entity (608)



UNDER DISCUSSION

Works: indicative list of fields (UNM/A)
 001 Record identifier

 003 Persistent Record identifier

 005 Version identifier

 033 Other System Persistent Record Identifier 

 035 Other system control numbers

 050/051/052 ISTC/ISWC/ISAN

 100 General Processing Data

 101 Language of the Entity [language of the representative
expression]

 102 Nationality of Entity

 104 Coded Data Field: Main date of Entity

 122 Coded Data Field: Time Period of work Content 

 125 Coded Data Field: Intended audience of Work or Expression

 128 Coded Data Field: Form of Musical Work and key or mode

 140 Coded Data Field: Category and form of work

 152 Rules

 154 Coded Data Field : Title

 231/41 Authorised Access Point for Works

 333 Users/Intended Audience Note
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 334 Awards Note (Work or Expression)

 370 Note on Work

 378 Abstract of work or expression [NB: Expression attribute in RDA]

 431/41 Variant Access Point for Works

 501/511/521 Related Access Point – Personal Name, Corporate
Body, Family Name with Responsibility for the Work

 515 Related Access Point – Place

 531/541 Related Access Point – Work

 532/542 Related Access Point – Expression

 6XX Subject Access points (including 631, 41, 32, 42)

 608 Form or Genre of Entity

 640 Place(s) and Date(s) associated with the entity

 731/41 Authorized Access Point in Other Language and/or 
Script for Works

 801 Originating Source

 810 Source Data Found

 815 Source Data Not Found

 820 Usage or Scope Information

 830 General Cataloguer’s Note

Legend:
Mandatory elements
Proposals 2020 (new or 
change)



UNDER DISCUSSION

Expressions: indicative list of fields (UNM/A)
 001 Record identifier

 003 Persistent Record identifier

 005 Version identifier

 033 Other System Persistent Record Identifier 

 035 Other system control numbers

 050/051/052 ISTC/ISWC/ISAN ?

 061 ISRC

 100 General Processing Data

 101 Language of the Entity

 102 Nationality of Entity

 104 Coded Data Field: Main date of Entity

 105 Coded Data Field: Form of notation of expression

 125 Coded Data Field: Intended audience of Work or Expression

 127 Coded Data Field: Duration and Type of Sound Recordings, Visual 
Projections, Musical Compositions and Performances

 128 Coded data field: Form of musical work and key or mode

 145 Coded Data Field: Content Type

 146 Coded Data Field: Medium of Performance

 147 Coded Data Field: Colour and Sound Content 

 152 Rules
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 154 Coded Data Field : Title

 232/42 Authorised Access Point for Expressions

 300 Information Note [RDA-FR : Information sur l’expression]

 333 Users/Intended Audience Note

 334 Awards Note (Work or Expression)

 371 Note on expression [RDA-FR : caractéristiques de couleur, 
sonores, précisions sur la forme de la notation, etc.]

 432/42 Variant Access Point for Expressions

 502/512/522 Related Access Point – Personal Name, Corporate
Body, Family Name with Responsibility for the Expression

 531/541 Related Access Point – Work

 532/542 Related Access Point – Expression 

 640 Place(s) and Date(s) associated with the entity

 732/42 Authorized Access Point in Other Language and/or Script 
for Expressions

 801 Originating Source

 810 Source Data Found

 815 Source Data Not Found

 820 Usage or Scope Information

 830 General Cataloguer’s Note

Legend:
Mandatory elements
Proposals 2020 (new or 
change)



Expressing LRM/RDA in the UNIMARC format

 Assets of UNIMARC:

 A large community, a widely used
format for production and exchange

 Millions of records encoded in 
UNIMARC (challenge ?)

 Widespread use of the Authorities
Format

 Lots of links between records: 
relationships between works, between
expressions, between all entities and 
agents, places, dates, etc.

 Good granularity (very structured
format)

 Use of controlled vocabularies
extracted from well-known
international standards: multilingual
format (code>text)

 Challenges:

 Not directly for the semantic web

 Local implementations: many
« flavours » of UNIMARC > 
interoperability ??

 The « nomen » entity

 The treatment of « persons » and 
bibliographic identities

 …

UNIMARC as a transition 
tool towards… something
else ?

Data structured in 
UNIMARC is well
prepared for a 
conversion to web-
specific formalism


